One Day in the Life of an Affinity Group 


I would like to relate recent events 
in the life of an affinity group. The 


Park, and then at 11 a.m. to head off 

to the People's Counter-Inaugural, 

There we would help our fellow anarchists 
at Front Line distribute their paper. 

But more important than the logistical 
Matters decided was that we soundly 
resolved to stay together and to do 


The next morning I packed the Black 
Flags and other paraphernalia necessary 
to anarchist demonstrations and drove 
bleary-eyed to Pick up people and get 
to the park. After having gathered 
Our group together there and shared 
in the Yippie's free weed, we headed 
off as planned. We moved thru the 
streets of Washington, flags flying 
proudly, Startling an occasional 
tourist in town to welcome a new (7?) 
eer. but otherwise uneventfully, 

some brave couple, back in Akron or 
Des Moines, is Perhaps at this very 
moment expounding to neighbors: "And 
there we were, suddenly surrounded by 
hundreds of Anarchists . . ."), and 
arrived at the Lincoln Memorial 
where the sight of our 5' by 8° Black 
Flag swelled our ranks to 25, 


After Munching out and selling our 
remaining Front Lines, the blatant 


e only paper worth fighting for 
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ANARCHITECTURE 


Architects are always looking for 
a "new" architecture, not just 
some whimsical expression of their 
egos, but a new form which will 
somehow exact the essence of a 

new age. 


The modern movement did this in the 
20's by fusing the industrial 
revolution with architecture: 

"The House as a Machine." They 
adapted metaphors such as a ship, 
car and airplane to their buildings. 
They felt that mass-produced images 
like these would be a proper 
response to their times. Ignoring 
the failures of their 2nd and 3rd 
generation followers, even the 
originators of Modern architecture 
Failed to create an architecture 
which was participatory and 
representative of the people of 
their times. 


I am not trying to condemn the 
whole of Modern architecture, as 
many do these days by simply 
searching for another style or 
another revolutionary decoration. 

I am not recommending any 
prescriptions or preaching solutions 
like "humanist" architects, 

Fourier and Morris. I am suggesting 
Anarchitecture ( anarchy and 
architecture ), where emphasis is 
placed on freedom of expression, 
collective processes and choice, 
rather than on material images, 
hierarchical forms and "The Ideal 
Architecture”. 


The idea of many people being 
involved in the architectural 
process is enough to make 
Anarchitecture politically as 
well as professionally questionable. 
After all, if people become more 
involved with the spaces in which 
they live, work and play, they 
may begin to question the rigid 
systems which, so far, they have 
accepted passively. 


Immediate types of Anarchitecture 
can include direct actions, such 

as the Provos and Kraakers in 
Amsterdam. These people entered 
abandoned (government owned) houses, 


cleaned them up and painted them 
white, so that squatters in need 

of shelter could easily recognize 
them. After this occupation, the 
squatters themselves fixed up the 
houses to suit their own needs. 
Locally, the Community for Creative 
Non-Violence tried a similar action 
on one house in Washington, D.C.. 
It seems their main mistake was to 
sink $70,000 into this one house, 
after local officials gave their 


word not to harass them. Shortly 
thereafter, the building was 
reclaimed, condemned and demolished 


by guess who.... 


This mistake can also be interpreted 


as a failure to see architecture as 
a tool of service as well as a 
symbolic edifice. Anarchitecture 
must always make this point clear. 
If seen mainly as "a symbol", 

the building gets tied to one 
message, one pre-digested image 
demanding no input or participation 
from a user. Its importance as a 
symbol gets distorted. As “a tool", 


it can serve a variety of needs from 


changing times, and yet through 
each change, can freshly re-assert 
its objectives. This way, the 
building works as a part of a 
community's services and is not 
treated only as a commodity. 


One social aspect of Anarchitecture 
goes on the assumption that 
buildings themselves cannot change 
society. The type of a building 

(a factory as opposed to a house, 

a store as opposed to a library), 
ana the number of any particular 
type within an area will change the 
characteristic of a neighborhood, 
and directly affect a community's 
ability to sustain itself. But the 
building must be able to sustain 
the changing groups' needs. 


Designing Anarchitecture makes 
ideas such as freedom and equality 
tangible forms. Expressions of 
collectiveness and choice can be 
made real, instead of the prevalent 
consumer images and power symbols 
in architecture. This formal aspect 
of Anarchitecture can be used to 
inform people as well as humiliate 


I shall continue 
to be an impossible 
person so long as 
those who are now 
possible remain 
possible 


Vichael Bakunin 
181-1876 


DESIGNING 
ANAZCHITECTURE 
SES DEBE SUCH AS 


and giffuse the oppressive 
conditions we tolerate everywhere. 


Some Italian Rationalists (Massimo 
Scolari, Carlo Aymonino...) are 
doing just this. Aldo Rossi used 
images of a prison to design a 
government building. It makes a 
nice joke, but not if you live 
nearby. This degree of architectural 
irony has great potential for 
backfiring. It is too stern and 
severe with sarcasm; the sense of 
humor and political content is too 
intellectualized, not visually 
clear enough to be understood by 
most people, let alone most 
architects. In this country. the 
Post-Modern hoo-hahs (Tigerman, 
Stern, even the likes of Venturi) 
have a great sense of humor, but 
there is no spirit or backbone of 
socio-political intent in their 
work. i 


On a more positive note, Lucien 
Kroll and ARAU (Atelier of Urban 
Research and Action) have moved 
thought on participatory 
architecture greatly forward. 

Mr. Kroll was commissioned to 

Gesign a university dormitory 

in Brussels: he devised the project 
so that the students and others 
could design and build it themselves, 
offering advice and a stable 
organizing framework when called 
upon. This drove the administration 
insane, but the building stands, and 
satisfies all needs of its 
inhabitants and neighbors. 


So, how do we make it work? 

If you can come up with some 

ideas on Anarchitecture, be it 
anti-speculative condo graffiti, 
project ideas, non-hierarchical 
Gesigns or the like, drop me a 

line at this publication's 

address. Maybe we can make a little 
sense out of this architectural 
rambling. 


UMBERTO GIACOBAZZI 
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with overly nervous Park Police (who 
were nice enough to have the army 
escort us the last 200 meters) the 
day was going well. 


Passing our time by founding, on 
the spot where we stood, the newly 
liberated territory of Anarchia, and 
discussing plans for 1984 Olympics 
which we will hold on our (and your) 
new land (see future Emancipations for 
exact times and dates), we wondered if 
the day was to end in a whimper. But 
as the marchers arrived and the speakers 
proceeded to speak, seriousness once 
again descended on our affinity group. 
Quickly meeting, we decided to slip 
off to the parade route in twos and 
threes. Our plan to stand in defiance 
and fly our Black Banner seems 
minuscule now. Yet in the crowd 
of Reaganoids and armed police it 
was quite enough for the now 8 of us 
who had managed to regroup. What was 
to transpire could not have been 
planned... as no act of true human 
emotion and solidarity can be. 


Since I was bearing the flag it 
became defacto that I would continue 
to fly it, for there was no time to 
draw straws or ask for volunteers. 
Besides, I felt a strange sort of 
honor; it was like the foolish 
patriotism I had sensed as a 
Rebublican in my younger days. 

I knew that we'd just as soon drag 
this flag most of the time; yet at 
this instant it was no longer black 
cloth, it was ideals. It was some- 
thing different to us all yet we all 
held it in common. My emotions 
solidified into resolve. 


scouts went out looking for the 
perfect place and found a good one. 
As the crowd started up we knew it was 
time and moved into place. Unfurling 
the flag I was surrounded by the group 
for protection. All at once the flag 
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blew, Reagan passed, the crow 
Russia, and the police arrived. 


As they pulled the pole, I turned 
and tightened my grip, so they decided 
to make the flag and me a set and 
proceded to drag me off. Attempting 
to appeal to their sense of private 
property I offered up the pole in 
exchange for me and the cloth. But 
this was to no avail and as they 
pulled me off they frisked my coat 
and pack. Angrily I replied with 
my “right" to privacy which worked, 
yet I still didn't know where I was 
going and my captors were offering 
me no information. 


It was then, only seconds after 
Reagan passed, that I realized that 
in pulling me through the crowd they 
had succeeded in separating me from 
the group. Visions of the arrest 
I had always avoided popped into 
my head. Yet I wasn't going to 
make it all too easy for them. 


I yelled out, "Oh group!" ina 
half joking manner as to not arouse 
the flat-foots too much. And 
wouldn't you know, it worked. 
Surrounded by familiar faces I could 
hear the sound of clicking as our 
photographer captured the moment. 


From there on it was all downhill. 
The pleas of non-violence and swearing 
of witnesses dissuaded them. The. one 
even stopped trying to get the flag 
away by breaking my fingers. We did 
lose the flag. But its ideals were 
transfered into us all. 


I will never forget the Anarchy 
of that minute. I will never forget 
seeing mutual aid destroy authority. 
And I will always carry the love 
we created that minute, forward. 
Thank you all. 


Scott M. Rodell 
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Should We Re-think 
Direct Action & Non-violence? 


"The visionary is the only 
true realist." 
- Federico Fellini 


1981 and the beginning of the 
so-called Reagan Era are not that grim 
a prospect. All this new condition does 
is force reality on us a little more 
urgently. The revolutionary task, now 
thrust in our faces, of reconstructing 
this society has always been inevitable 
for each of us. It is, of course, a 
time of crisis, but for people who are 
alive and awake, it is always a time 
of crisis. If the present seems 
dangerous (which it certainly does!) 
then everything is normal and conditions 
are now ideal for building a far-reaching 
radical culture in America. The trick 
will be to stay free from self-defeating 
methods. 


The start of the 1980s finds 
anarchists and other left progressives 
at the end -- or perhaps only in the 
middle -- of a series of partial 
victories and partial failures. We 
should look closely at the prominent 
qualities of these victories and 
failures, because much of our future 
depends on how we use the lessons we 
should have learned during the last 
10 or 20 years, and much depends on 
not repeating the mistakes of those 
years. The questions we want to 
consider here concern the nature and 
techniques of non-violent direct action 
in its many forms, and how these have 
been misunderstood and misapplied by 
movement groups dominated by liberals, 
social democrats, New Age-ists and 
other people lacking a full critique 
of contemporary society. Discovering 
for yourself the fine line of meaning 
between actions and forms can become 
the difference between support of the 
power structure and revolutionary 


' change. 


Non-Vielence 


During the 1960s and ‘70s, 
civil rights, New Left, anti-war 
and anti-nuclear political efforts 
largely relied on certain types of 
direct action, civil disobedience 
and non-violent protests as means 
for attaining desired goals. In the 
°60s the cutting edge of non-violent | 
acts of protest in civil rights 
struggles tended to be sharper than 
in later years because these actions 
were in such contrast to the many 
city-wide insurrections which were 
erupting and to the open violence of 
the police against demonstrators. 
With the weight of federal law and 
the presence of 30 million black 
Americans standing in at least _ 
partial support of these acts of 
civil protest, it was possible to 
be disobedient yet bring acceptance 
and legal status. 


Many of the other efforts of the 
last two decades have also attained 
impressive goals. The force of the 
anti-war movement had a great deal 
to do with encouraging draft resis- 
tance and eventually with troop with- 
drawal from Vietnam. The anti-nuclear 
movement since 1977 has certainly 
helped to reduce the numbers of nuclear 
plant orders within the United States -- 
if not the spread of nukes to third 
world nations. Also, as in all left 
political activism, the strategies 
and ideas for progressive change 
employed by the movement have touched 
many people and altered their lives 
forever. 


But it is also apparent that these 
campaigns, by restricting activities to 
standard methods of protest and by 
measuring success by its influence in 
policy of the bourgeois-governmental 
power structure, have missed opportunities 
to build the world of freedom and justice 
activists claim they want. The enemy of 
radical revolution in America -- namely 
federal and state bureaucracy, the 
Democratic and Republican parties, 


the corporations, their allied 
institutions in the form of univer- 
sities, research and planning groups, 
and the network of civic, business 

and professional associations -- have 
consistently been able to maintain 
economic, political and social power 

by granting small demands and thus 
undercutting efforts for structural 
change in society itself. This has 

been the natural outcome of the move- 
ment’s recognition and acceptance of 

the authority of the state, the corpora- 
tions and their hierarchy. It has also 
been a result of the movement's reliance 
on Civil disobedience instead of the 
anarchist concept of direct action. 


The general liberal or reformist 
tendency is to give the system in 
power one more chance to straighten 
itself out. Show the way to an 
enlightened choice and suddenly all 
the “leaders” will say: “Gosh darn! 
That's a keen idea. Why didn't we 
boys think of that?" Direct action 
is something very different: an 
energetic attempt to go around the 
system and thus erase the decision- 
making power alleged to be in the 
hands of the powerful. Only direct 
actions bring change because only 
these actions, created free of 
established authority, make the old 
system irrelevant and thus a certain 
candidate for a steady withering away. 
Civil disobedience respects authority, 
direct action ignors it. Civil 
disobedience is the voice of guilt 
and self-deception, direct action is 
a declaration of autonomy. 


Liberals catch a lot of shit these 
days, and while they deserve a goodly 
amount of blame for not looking closely 
enough at the origins of our troubles 
in both capitalism and the state, there 
are new and possibly more dangerous faces 
playing about the horizon. Among these 
are the non-anarchist pseudo-hippies 
of New Age-ism, who have brought into 


A 
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the anti-nuclear struggles an enormous 
load of baloney picked up from the 
human potential movement. The result 
of these gamesters and self-actualizers 
invading organizations like the 
anti-nuclear alliances has been the 
creation of practices which have given 
the movement a nursery school air. 


This is particularly true of the 
influence of Philadelphia's Movement 
for a New Society, a group which 
supplied a large number of trainers 
for the 1977 Seabrook occupation and 
the first 1978 occupation of the 
nuclear site at Barnwell, S.C. 
Following on the human potential . 
movement's tendency to see all activities 
as possible therapy, MNS methods have 
fostered anti-analytical, anti-goal, 
conciliationist attitudes of mind, what 
even MNS people call “the politics of 
Sweet". Instead of political analysis 
we get "expressions of feeling", instead 
of solidarity and authentic community 
we get contrived attempts at intimacy, 
and instead of free expression we get 
tightly controlled process which silences 
dissent. New Age-ism is soft and 
imprecise, and is based on the notion 
that all of the world's problems can be 
personalized and processed away, ending 
in a song and a group hug. It is secret 
authoritarianism and plainly anti- 
revolutionary. 


The natural path for all anarchists 
to follow is that of building directly 
the world he or she knows we must have. 
Persons who need therapy should take 
care of that first and then come into 
political work when they can handle the 
brutal realities and frustrations of 
revolutionary struggle. A new climate 
of good sense and rebellion is moving 
through contemporary society, and people 
of intelligence and courage on every 
level see increasingly that only they 
Can build the free existence that is 
their birthright. Beware of the 
temptation to wait for history to take 
care of your desires. Don't sit back 
and acquiesce, break out and create! 


Jake Nadeau 
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THIS IS A PERTY STORY ( 
We went downtown. It was saturday, see. Our destination: sun, : 
was poop-filled. Imagine a sunny afernoon in the belfry; as opposed ( 


to the highly controversial sunny-day-in-Berlin syndrome. A tourist e 
in your own eyes. But there's a nip in the air and no one will ghoot 
it. Pennsylvannians fail to move and consult a map for further obli- < 
vious historical sites. What's it to them that we're on the move and 
in the groove? - 

But groping up the steps to see a massive pillar juxaposed with 
a massive woman marred the view. Ah, we've reached a height. The 
apex of the day. And it wasn't even high noon. 

A direct hit. Where's Nixon? He lurks luridly in the corners, 
crouching near a microphone. Pay no attention to that man behind the 
curtain. He's just lonely and evasive. ( 

But lady, what do you mean he's not here on the weekends? We've 
travelled far and wide with my V-8 motor and it sure is clean. Just 
let him mutter one word - perhaps ‘conspiracy’ or ‘sabotage' will do. (f 
We've come to Mecca and you tell us he's not here. That's a real bite ., 
in the kneecap, we say and shuffle off to Buffalo. : 

Our afternoon with Nixon is devoid and defunked. And so on and so ( 
forth. 

Maybe breakfast with Brian Eno will make up for all the reason- 7 
able facsimiles of nixon we cherish. Next you'll tell us Tex and the <æ 
Bad Boys had to break up because Tex's parents weren't making any 
money. Shatter our childhood ideals. What the fuck? 

So, it's not so bad. It was saturday afternoon. We dreamt that 
we were in a Hollywood movie. A downright BEE-YOU-TEA-FULL day. 

It was sickening. 

Kids skating in vicious circles with no never mind about Nixon. 
40h, they're children of the 80's. Media freaks. So what are we? 
Moonage daydreamers? Cosmic kids in full costume dress? 

Needless to say, we got outta that hole and back out on the 
streets. Visit a mad friend, listen to his adventures of bad booze 
and uncontrollable urges. Hey, we've all got our hang-ups. we've 
all got our pin-ups. But where does nixon fit in here, you ask? 
Maybe you won't ask, and maybe you don't care. Hell, it's a free 
country man. Yeah right. Anyway, fuck semantics. More rhetoric. 
More dogma. Aw, get off the stage you dumb jerk. 

But it became a ‘heavy scene’, guys and your fearless leaders 
had to find the symbolism in the living room - our new space.0Of 
course, your basic phallic symbols were everpresent and omnipresent. 
It's hidden in the photographs. 

There it is: Nixon was but a bird in his mother's eye. He was 
the Great American Dream - he was. the little boy who grew up to be 
president. He did a little of the old in-out and caught fire in the 
midst of the fireworks. You know, if he didn't freak out, he would 
have found a city to live in. 

But then again, all our heroes are assholes. No glamor, all. 
glory. It's only the river, it's only the river... 


~--TRIXIE AND FLO 
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Rev. Al, loved by tens of t 
ands. Your letter to him « 
change your life! 


Adopt a Peaceworker 


The Aquarian Research Foundation, 
a non-profit, tax exempt organization 
located in Philadelphia, is sponsoring 
a program entitled Adopt a Peaceworker. 
This program is an attempt to respond 
to the ever (rapidly) increasing 
threat of nuclear annihilation and 
to attempts at more “limited” wars. 
For too long “the movement” has thought 
of itself as weak; unable to complete 
the awesome task at hand. Well the 
time has come to think Big. Some 
people putting their spare time 
(after slaving 8 hours for "the 
system") will not bring the change 
that is necessary to put us back on 
a sane path. Only many people working 
full time on changing the system 
stands a chance of preventing nuclear 
holocaust and total ecological 3 
destruction. And, having prevented 
that, we must still deal with 
continued sexism, racism... 


Adopt a Peaceworker is aimed at 
trying to free thousands of people to 
work full time on a wide range of 
progressive issues. The concept is 
straightforward. Peaceworkers, 
those willing to work full time for 
peace, would be “adopted” into 
sympathetic households; the household 
would then provide room and board for 
the peaceworker. It is our belief that 
there are many families, communities, 
etc. that want to make a contribution 
but simply do not have the time or the 
energy to attend meetings, rallies, 
or actions. This program enables them 
to make a significant contribution. 
The peaceworker, already receiving 
room and board, would have her/his 
traveling expenses paid for by either 
the household or the group that 
she/he's involved with (Mobilization 
for Survival has already agreed to 
pay carfare. ) 


The program is just beginning but 
enthusiasm runs high. Two homes are 
open. Two people and one whole 
family have been “adopted”. And we 
have immediate openings for peace- 
workers. Offers of homes are always 
welcome, from all areas; we hope for 
Adopt a Peaceworker to be decentralized 
as it grows and spreads across the 
country. 


For more information call 
(collect) day or night for 
Peaceworker Movement at 215-849- 
3237 or 215-849-1259 or write 

5620 Morton St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19144 


Aquarian Research Foundation 
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U.S. Government Meets Navajo Women! 


When the U.S. government tried to 
fence off 5,000 acres at Big Mountain, 
New Mexico, they encountered four : 
Navajo women bearing shotguns, saying, 
"You can try to put up this fence, 
but we're going to shoot you." 


Needless to say, the fence did not 
gO up; however, the four women, Navajo’ 
elders, were all arrested by a tribal 
council. There was (still is) a 
community set up "off site” to make 
sure to have a continuous presence 
against the tribal council and the 
government. These four women recently 
went to trial but the government could 
not find a twelth person to sit on the 
jury. All the potential jurors said 
that they agreed with the defendants’ 
action so a mistrial was declared; 
the mistrial, plus the fact that ninety 
people came to the trial, indicates 
strong support for resistance. 


Big Mountain is part of the sacred 
four corners, near Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. The Hopis and Navajos have 
peacefully coexisted there for thousands 
of years. Right now, however, the 
U.S. government and its puppet regime, 
the Hopi Council (not to be confused 
with the Hopi people) are trying to 
take 5,000 acres that the Navajo have 
lived on for these thousands of years. 
This land is the Navajo people's 
religion. To be moved off the land 
would mean death for them. The Hopi 
tribal council has been rumored to 
have already agreed to lease the area 
to big oil companies “for development” 
(strip mining, etc.). 


The anti-nuclear movement must 
show support for this courageous 
act of resistance to genocide and 
continued exploitation of the earth. 
We must publicize the issue and 
educate ourselves as much as possible. 
It is widely believed that the govern- 
ment will attempt to forcibly relocate 
the Navajo in June or so. The Navajo 
are going to stand strong. We must 
stand with them. For more informa- 
tion write: | 


Mt. Taylor Alliance 
c/0 Southwest Research 

~ 1822 Lomes Ave. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87106 
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Towards A Citizens' Militia: | 
Anarchist Alternatives to NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact. Cienfuegos Press. 
28 pages. $4.00 


An essential principle of “primitive” 
or irregular warfare is that superior 
social organization wins over superior 
weaponry. This has been repeatedly 
demonstrated in the guerrilla wars 
of the past two centuries and was 
most recently demonstrated by the 
North Vietnamese success during 
the Vietnam war. 


It is this principle which runs 
through and informs all the material 
in this unusual and excellent 
mini-manual on small scale guerrilla 
tactics produced by the “First of May 
Group” of the International Revolu- 
tionary Solidarity Movement. The 
booklet is intended chiefly for use 
against an invading army or in times 
of insurrection against an oppressive 
national regime, but the concepts 
and instructions it contains may be 
helpful to citizens during all types 
of civilian resistance. 


The materials are of three types: 
(1) the fundamentals of armed resis- 
tance as practiced by anarchists 
within a single organization: 
(2) the nature of guerrilla warfare 
and techniques for supply, communica- 
tion, and weaponry; and (3) methods 
for spreading the struggle among the 
general population. Persons familiar 
with the classic literature of 
revolutionary or irregular warfare 
will feel at home in the discussion 
of mobility, firepower, the element 
of surprise, intelligence gathering, 
and economy of force. But there is 
fresh analysis here as well:: guerrilla 
tactics as examined by class-struggle 
activists (rather than professional 
military men) and a fine section on 
fighting techniques used by formal 
military units seeking to suppress 
an uprising. 


This bog*let is the product of 
European anarchists who have been 
active in many conflicts, particularly 
in underground work in Spain during 
Franco's reign. Thus it has a harsh 
realistic edge to it that may not 
appeal to North American anarchists 
who are of an anarcho-pacifist 
inclination. But even those 
committed strictly to non-violent 
direct action will find good suggestions 
here for a variety of resistance 
activities in propaganda, communications, 
behavior under seige or martial law, 
demonstrations, site occupations, 
conduct in prison or during interroga- 
tion, and -- most importantly -- basic 
concepts and problems in libertarian 
organization and authority. 


Whether attempting to achieve 
success in either a non-violent 
action or an armed conflict, the 
principle of the indirect approach 
can be crucial. Working with the 
crude head-on force of the adversary 
and thus permitting him to imbalance 
or disable himself is a method used 
in military and political actions by 
both Napoleon and Gandhi. The technical 
and bureaucratic (thus dehumanized) 
might of the Pentagon, the KGB, Exxon, 
or the United Fruit Company can be 
turned to an activist's advantage 
if the strategy of indirect approach 
is fully understood. To that end, 
this booklet can be a sound, 
realistic beginning. 


Al Caraciolo 


(Note: Cienfuegos publications may 
be obtained by writing directiy 
to its Scottish headquarters at 
Over the Water, Sanday, Orkney, 
KWi7 2BL, United Kingdom, or 
through Box 105, Mount Pleasant, 
Michigan 48858, U.S.A.) 


"Emancipation" is a monthly part of the International Anarchist Con- 
spiracy. Join the revolt,,subscribe now, 


one year $3.00, two years $5.50, free to prisoners. 
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